Cheltenham Elementary

I want to "sing" the praises of a member of our Cheltenham family, Mr. Harmer.  Last night our family was at Cheltenham Elementary for the 4th Grade concert.  My son (Dx. Autism, ADHD, Anxiety) is in the Learning Support Class at Cheltenham.  Well, Mr Harmer put on a show like none I've seen before.  Each 4th grade class had one song where he showcased their talents with instruments.  He put my son on the drum.  He LOVED it.  He was so proud of himself.  We were so proud of him.  Now THAT's INCLUSION!  When the show ended ALL three of my kids wanted to say "Hi" to Mr. Harmer.  They were so excited to be with him.  What a kind and gentle man.  Mr. Harmer knew something about each of my children.  Even though he sees them at 3 different schools.  WOW!  We are truly blessed here in Cheltenham school district to have Mr. Harmer.  I thought you ALL should know.

Elkins Park School

Our child has had the most amazing fifth-grade year at Elkins Park School on the “C” team.  All the teachers really understand inclusion – they are able to set high standards while also being kind and supportive. They treat each student as an individual.  Ms. Rothenbach and Ms. Susanin work exceptionally well as a team and should be a model for co-teaching throughout the School District.  In addition, we would like to recognize the following individuals for their part in making this a great school year: Ms. Cohen-Johnson, Mr. Chadwin, Ms. Baines, Ms. Friedman, Mr. Harmer, Ms. Sommovilla, Ms. Elefant, Ms. Donohue and Mrs. Nejman.

Wyncote Elementary 

Catherine Feskanin, the speech therapist at Wyncote Elementary, helped my son tremendously over a period of 3 years. He has a severe communication delay and she was able to help us not only understand how to break language down for him, but come up with simple, visual ways to communicate better with him. These strategies were carried through to his teachers as well as to our work at home with him. We all started to back up our conversations and instructions with him with visuals that helped him understand what we were trying to teach or say.  Ms. Feskanin always took the time to explain what, why and how our son was working on the next step, whether it be formulating questions or expressing abstract ideas on literature.  We are truly grateful for her work with all our children and her capacity to not only guide the children but also the adults around them.
